
Naperville Central Class of 2024

Welcome 
8th grade 
parents!
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Introduction to the High School 
Course Selection Process

Targets for tonight’s session:

Provide an 
overview of 
the course 
selection 
process

Answer your 
questions 
and build 

excitement 
for the 

transition to 
Naperville 

Central!

Review the 
courses 

available 
for 

freshmen
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NCHS Course Selection Timeline

January 
7 or 8

Yo u r  s t u d e n t  will r e c e ive  
c o u r s e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  

fr o m  t h e  ju n io r  h ig h  t e a c h e r s

January 
8

8t h  g r a d e  STUDENTS a r e  
a b le  t o  e n t e r  c la s s e s  in  t h e ir  

4 -ye a r  p la n  in  Sc h o o Lin ks
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January 
8

Freshman Family Orientation

January 
22/28

District 203 students should 
have a complete 4 -year 

plan in SchooLinks

NCHS Course Selection Timeline
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NCHS Course Selection Timeline

January 
31

Pr iva t e  Sc h o o l fa m ilie s  s u b m it  
c o u r s e  s e le c t io n  wo rks h e e t  in  
t h e  NCHS m a in  o ffic e .  Ple a s e  

a ls o  s u b m it  a ll e n ro llm e n t  
r e q u ir e m e n t s  t o  o u r  

Ce n t r a lize d  e n ro llm e n t  o ffic e .
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NCHS Course Selection Timeline

NCHS Counselors meet with students for 
very brief individual contacts to review and 
finalize course requests.

▪ Jefferson  – January 29 
▪ Kennedy – January 31 
▪ Lincoln – February  3
▪ Madison – February 4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jackie



Graduation Requirements

Communication Arts (English) _____________________________ 4.0 credits
Mathematics___________________________________________ 3.0 credits
(Including Algebra 1)
Science_______________________________________________ 2.0 credits
Social Studies__________________________________________ 2.5 credits
(including US Gov and US History)
Fine Arts______________________________________________ 0.5 credit
Career and Technical Education____________________________ 1.0 credit
Physical Education______________________________________ 3.5 credits
Health Education________________________________________ 0.5 credit
Consumer Education_____________________________________ 0.5 credit
Electives*______________________________________________ 3.5 credits
*Electives are defined as any course not required for graduation
Total Credits Needed to Graduate_______________________ 21.0 credits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Erica



10

College Admission Requirements

Colleges and universities have 
minimum requirements for admission.  
Typical requirements include:
▪4 years  English
▪3 years  Social Studies
▪3 years  Mathematics (4 years preferred)
▪3 years  Laboratory Science
▪ 2 years  Foreign Language, Music, 

Art, or  Technical Arts
* Admission requirements will vary by 
college.
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Typical Freshman Courses

Semester 1
Period 1
7:45–8:35

Comm. Arts

Period 2
8:41-9:34

Mathematics

Period 3
9:40-10:30

Science

Period 4
10:36–11:26

Social Studies

Period 5
11:32-12:22

PE

Period 6
12:28-1:18

Lunch/LINK Crew

Period 7
1:24-2:14

Elective

Period 8
2:20-3:10

Elective

Semester 2
Period 1 Comm. Arts

Period 2 Mathematics

Period 3 Science

Period 4 Social Studies

Period 5 PE

Period 6 Lunch/LINK Crew

Period 7 Elective

Period 8 Elective
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Course Descriptions

Course Title

Course Code

Course Description

Pre Requisite for Class

Minimum Grade Level

Credits for Completion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Erica - Courses listed according to department or subject; includes course description, grade levels, prerequisites needed, duration of course



Course Recommendation & 
Se le c t io n  Wo rks h e e t
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Building College & Career 
Readiness 

We encourage all students to take 
courses that will prepare them for 
success at the college level. 

● Consideration for Career Pathways
● Include an Advanced Placement or 

Dual Credit course
● Include a blended or an online

course.
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freegoogleslidestemplates.com

What is Blended Learning?

Face  to  
Face  
Instruction

Online  
Learn ingBlended Learning
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https://drive.google.com/a/naperville203.org/file/d/0By0hXFmcHNWsR3dkbGlHRS1nWWs/view?usp=sharing
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We are a comprehensive high school!

Sometimes, selecting elective 
courses is the most difficult part of 
the course selection process 
because we don’t have teacher 
recommendations to guide us in 
this part of the process.

We’re here to help!
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HEALTH SCIENCE 
TECHNOLOGY

18

BUSINESS, 
MARKETING & 
COMPUTER 
EDUCATION

FAMILY & CONSUMER 
SCIENCES

AGRICULTURE
EDUCATION

TECHNOLOGY & 
ENGINEERING 
EDUCATION

1.0 Credit Required for Graduation



aGRISCIENCE
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ANIMAL
SCIENCE 1

ANIMAL 
SCIENCE 2

LEADS TO 
VETERINARY 
SCIENCE



WE ARE 
GROWING



Plant Science in D203

Plant Science Pathway  2020-2021

Plant 
Science

9-12 

Fall
1 Semester

Food Science
10-12

Fall
1 Semester

Floriculture & 
Landscape 

Design
9-12

Spring
1 Semester

Aquaculture 
& Urban Crop 
Production

9-12

Spring
1 Semester
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busiNESS
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• Introduction to 
Business 

• Tech Edge
• Tech Edge +
• Computer 

Programming 1 & 2 
• Game Design
• Web Page Design



INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS
Naperville Central High School

Grilled Cheese Challenge

Stock Market Game

Projects Include:
• Supply and Demand Game
• Stock Market Game
• Cereal Box Project
• Grilled Cheese Challenge
• International Business Trip

…and many more!

Field Trips May Include:
• Kane County Cougars
• Chicago Wolves
• CME
• Federal Reserve



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One semester class
Helps with projects in your all other high school and college classes



Programming 1

Ga me Design  Progra mming 2
AP Computer Science
Softwa re Engineering 1 & 2

Web Pa ge Design

28

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take Programming 1 to open up paths for more programming courses. 
Programming 1, Game Design, Web Page Design, Programming 2 - 1 semester courses
APCS and Software Engineering - Full Year Course



GAME 
DESIGN

o Use a professional game 
engine used to make 
games such as Pokémon 
Go and Hearthstone.

o Learn from a developer 
at Blizzard, an artist 
working on VR games, 
and a game company 
CEO.

o Work with a team and 
spend the entire 
semester making your 
own video game.



WEB DESIGN
o Learn how to create a website 

from scratch.

o Choose to learn the code to 
create a website (HTML and 
CSS) or focus on the design 
using professional software 
from Adobe.

o Create a website for a client 
using browser-based web 
development software.



FAMILY & 
CONSUMER 
SCIENCES
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Culinary 1

Culina ry 2

Fa shion Design

Huma n Growth & 
Development



FCS FRESHMAN OFFERINGS

Culinary 
Arts & 

Nutrition 
1

Culinary 
Arts & 

Nutrition 
2



You will learn about…

● textiles and fabrics
● fabric construction 

techniques
● use and care of sewing 

machine and equipment

FASHION DESIGN



Early 
Childhood 

Educa t ion 1

Ea rly 
Childhood 

Educa t ion 2

HUMAN gROWTH & DEVELOP  

Introduction 
to Teaching 

1
Introduction 
to Teaching 

2

Earn Dual Credit 
with College of 

DuPage!

Run the 
Redhawk 
Preschool!

Intro to 
Health 

Occupations

Health 
Occupations



What’s new in 
tee?

(Technology and 
Engineer ing Education)

36



• Information Technology 
Systems 1 & 2

• Engineering Design Studio

• Workshop Elements

• Graphic Design 1 & 2

• Drafting Studio 1

• Automotive Engineering & 
Maintenance

• Electronics



Tools
And 

Processes

Engineering
Design

Process

Engineering
Ca reers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 This course fosters creativity, innovation, problem-solving, critical-thinking, troubleshooting, and collaboration skills through the application of the engineering design process. Students rely on emerging technologies, that may include 3D printers, laser engravers, shopbots, vinyl cutters, and form-tech machining to create solutions to engineering based tasks. 



Workshop Elements
No prerequisite
Semester
Grades 9- 12

Workshop Studio
Prerequisite: EDS or 
Workshop Elements 
Year- Long
Grades 10- 12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elements:  Basic instruction will be given in both hand tools and power tools. The student will learn to set up and adjust power equipment necessary to complete several projects in this course.  These various projects guide students through lab and equipment safety, the engineering design process, and production technologies used in industry today. 
Studio:  This name change is designed to reflect the the new technologies incorporated into the Woods courses



Drafting Studio 1
No prerequisit e
Semester
Gra des 9- 12

Dra ft ing Studio 2
Prerequisit e:
Design Studio 1 
Yea r- Long
Gra des 10- 12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Design Studio 1:  Students will study two dimensional and three dimensional CAD Drafting. The drafting topics covered are dimensioning, working drawings, sectioning, auxiliaries, isometric pictorials and developments. 
Design Studio 2:  Topics covered are: detailed multi-view projections that would coincide with hands on projects in various areas of engineering. Students will be given tasks that will stimulate real world problems in and around our community. Architecture topics will include CAD Drafting, energy efficiency (LEED), construction techniques and terminology, residential and commercial building design and interior design. 



Repair 
Cars/ 

Welding  



EDS Transportation Engineering 
(Auto)

EDS Drafting Studio 1 (Drafting)

EDS Workshop Elements 
(Woods)



Full year course 
Gra des 9- 12
Dua l credit ed with 
COD
Student s int erest ed 
in Engineering

Project - ba sed
Light  sa ber
Iphone cha rger
Digit a l elect ronics
Arduino
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Information Technology 1 (ITS1)
Informa t ion Technology 2 (ITS2)
Cybersecurity (WEIGHTED)

All 
DUAL 

CREDIT
courses



EDUCATE.
EXPLORE.

EXCEL.

Dr. Lynn Andrees
Ca reer & Technica l Educa t ion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs in Illinois provide instruction for careers in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand occupations. CTE programs continue to strengthen students' technical skills; articulate transitions to postsecondary programs, employment or both; assist in meeting the Illinois Learning Standards; and close achievement gaps.



Course Selections -
College Prep or Honors?

Academic Behaviors that contribute to 
success in honors courses:
● Stu d e n t s  a c t ive ly p r e p a r e  fo r  a n d  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  

c la s s r o o m  le a r n in g
● Stu d e n t s  u s e  a  va r ie ty o f r e s o u r c e s  t o  p e r s e ve r e  

with  c h a lle n g in g  t a s ks  a n d  a s s ig n m e n t s  
● Stu d e n t s  h a ve  a n  in t e r e s t  a n d  p a s s io n  fo r  t h e  

c o n te n t  a n d  le a r n in g  
● Stu d e n t s  a c t ive ly p u r s u e  a d d it io n a l h e lp  a n d  

s u p p o r t  fo r m  t e a c h e r s  in  a  t im e ly m a n n e r
● Stu d e n t s  a r e  a b le  t o  s yn th e s ize  in fo r m a t io n  a n d  

s o lve  c o m p le x p r o b le m s .
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Communication Arts

Students are required to take one of the 
following courses: 

● English 1
● Honors English 1
Both courses are college preparatory and 
aligned to the Common Core State Standards.  In 
addition, both courses

● Stress all aspects of literacy: reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language

● Encourage critical reading and analysis

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jackie
Students who felt reasonably challenged in middle school and want to continue at a proportional level of difficulty.
Students who would benefit from increased focus on foundational literacy skills in order to build competence and mastery. 



English 1 or Honors English 1? 
Please keep in mind…

● There is a summer reading project associated 
with Honors English 1. The project is due on the 
first day of class in August. 

● Students do not need to take Honors English 1 
to take other weighted courses during their 
four years at NCHS.

● If a student performs well in English 1 and gets 
his or her teacher’s recommendation, he or she 
can move to Honors English 2 or Honors 
English 2: Journalism during sophomore year. 

● We want students to take the right course 
freshman year!



Science

● Principles of Biology & Chemistry
○ This inquiry based course demonstrates the 

interconnections of Biology & Chemistry.

● Chemistry
○ This course is a standards-based study of fundamental 

chemistry concepts based on the Next Generation Science 
Standards.

● Honors Chemistry
○ This honors course is designed for the accelerated science 

student is recommended for Honors Geometry.  



Social Studies 

Geography Courses

World Cultures:
Using the seven elements of culture, students in World 
Cultures will use inquiry-based methods to study and 
analyze issues across the globe.

AP Human Geography:
The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to 
introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and 
processes that have shaped human understanding, use, 
and alteration of Earth’s surface. 



Social Studies

History Courses

World History:
This course is recommended for any student who is interested in World 
History from River Valley Civilizations to the Age of Revolution.  Man’s 
political, economic, social, spiritual and intellectual development through 
the centuries provides a foundation for critical understanding and 
appreciation of the inherent values of world civilizations. 

AP World History:
The Advanced Placement World History course offers motivated students 
the opportunity to gain historical perspective (beginning in 1200 C.E.) on a 
variety of civilizations.  It invites students to take a global view of historical 
processes and interactions between peoples in different societies.  



Mathematics

●Algebra 1
○ This is a beginning course in Algebra fundamental in 

developing skills essential for further study of 
mathematics.  Successful completion of this course is a 
graduation requirement.

●Blended Algebra 1
○ Our Algebra 1 course offered in a blended learning 

format.
●Algebra 1 with Geometry

○ An accelerated course for students with strong 
math skills.  



Mathematics

●Blended Geometry
○ Our Geometry course offered in a blended learning 

format.

●Honors Geometry 
○ Designed for students who have successfully completed 

the Algebra 1 (Honors Math) at the middle school level. 



World and Classical Languages

● Spanish 1 & 2
● French 1 & 2
● Latin 1
● German 1
● Chinese - Mandarin 1

Students 
currently 
enrolled in either 
Spanish or 
French at the 
junior high 
school must
enroll in level two 
of the language 
at NCHS!



Fine Arts
Fine Arts is made up of Music and the Visual Arts. 

We have an amazing team of talented professionals 
who are committed to their craft and creating an 
exciting and safe environment for our students to 
explore their passion, talent and creativity.  

A semester spent in a Fine Arts class may very well lead 
to a career, or it could be the gateway to a lifelong 
passion for a new creative outlet.

Being in an Art or Music class means a daily 
opportunity to collaborate with others, create quality 
works of art or performances, all while exercising the 
right side of the brain.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5N9VfCeLK0


Academic Support

● Academic Reading – Placement in Academic Reading 
is based on three standardized reading assessments taken 
in 7th & 8th grades.

● Algebra Support - An elective course students take in 
addition to Algebra 1.

Enrollment consideration for these support classes is based on 
◼ Performance below the  25th percentile on the 8th grade 

fall MAP literacy and/or math assessment
◼ 7th grade Spring 7th Illinois Assessment of Readiness 

performance  level 1 or 2 
◼ Current 8th grade performance  (trimester one and 

midterm 2nd trimester grades)



Should my student take a study hall?

FACTORS TO CONSIDER

● History of academic struggles
● Recommendation for Academic Support classes
● After school and outside activities
● Homework load , use of current supervised study

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jackie and Erica



Should my student take a study hall?

FACTORS TO CONSIDER

● Students have time built into their school day 
■50 minute lunch period
■35-40 minutes before school for bus riders

● NCHS has a 20 -day  drop policy
■An elective can be dropped in the first 20 

days without penalty

Presenter
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SchooLinks Plan
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Please take course selection 
seriously!

● In February, course requests are 
compiled and used to build the master 
schedule.  Our teaching schedule and 
number of sections offered of each 
course are based on your course 
selections!

● Once course selections are made, they 
can only be changed (in the summer) for 
academic reasons.  

Presenter
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What if we disagree with a teacher’s 
recommendation?

● Please know that 8 th grade teacher 
recommendations are OUTSTANDING!

○Please speak with the 8th grade team
(who really knows your student) 

○Please speak with the Instructional 
Coordinator at Naperville Central 
(who really knows the curriculum) 

○ then make a decision based on what 
is best for your child .
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Summer School Information

● We offer both traditional and online 
opportunities for students in our 
summer school program.  

● Please consult our District Website & 
Program Planning Guide for more 
information.

● Course selections made now should not 
reflect summer school courses.

Summer School Registration 
Opens March 4



Questions?

Freshman Family Orientation –Jan. 8 th

A great opportunity to ask questions to 
staff from various departments and learn 
more about Activities and Athletics

● In s t ru c t io n a l Co o rd in a to r s  & t e a c h e r s  
fo r  a ll d e p a r tm e n t s

● Co a c h e s  & a c t ivit y s p o n s o r s
● Stu d e n t s
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Naperville Central Class of 2024

Welcome 
8th grade 
parents!
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